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XXII. The Neutrality of the United States in the
War Between Italy and Greece
(Dept.. of State Bulletin, Vol. III, No. 73, November 16,
1940)

PROCLAMATION

OF

A STATE OF wAR BETWEEN ITALY
AND GREECE

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF Al\tfERICA
WHEREAS section 1 of the joint resolution of
Congress approved November 4, 1939, provides in
part as follows:
"That whenever the President, or the CongTess by concurrent resolution, shall find that there exists a state of
war between foreign states, and that it is necessary to promote the security or preserve the peace of the United States
or to protect the lives o~ citizens of the United States, the
President shall issue a proclamation naming the .states involved; and he shall, from time to time, by proclamation,
na1ne other states as and when they may become involved
in the war."

AND WHEREAS it is further provided by section
13 of the said joint resolution that
"The President may, from time to time, promulgate such
rules and regulations, not inconsistent with law, as may be
necessary and proper to carry out any of the provisions of
this joint resolution; and he may exercise any power or
authority conferred on him by this joint resolution through
such officer or officers, or agency or agencies, as he shall
direct."

Now, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT,
President of the United States of America, acting
under and by virtue of the autl1ority conferred on
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me by the said joint resolution, do hereby proclaim
tl1at a state of 'var unhappily exists between Italy
and Greece, and that it is 11ecessary to promote the
security a11d preserve the peace of tl1e United
States a11d to protect the lives of citizens of tl1e
United States.
AND I do hereby enjoin upon all officers of the
United States, charged 'vith tl1e execution of the
la,vs thereof, the utmost diligence in preventing
violation of the said joint resolution and in bringi11g to trial and pl1nish111ent any offenders against
the same.
AND I do l1ereby delegate to the Secretary of
State the po\ver to exercise any po,ver or authorit}
conferred on me by the said joint resolutio11, as
made effective by this my 1)roclamatio11 issued
thereunder, \vl1ich is 11ot specifically delegated by
Executive order to so1ne otl1er officer or agency of
this Government, and tl1e po,ver to promulgate
such rules and reglllations 11ot inconsistent \vith
law as may be necessary and proper to carry out
any of its provisions.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have l1ereU11to set my
hand and caused the seal of the United States of
.America to be affixed.
DONE at the City of Washington this fifteenth
day of November in tl1e year of our Lord nineteen hu11dred and forty, and of the
[SEAL] Independence of the United States of
America the one hllndred and sixty-fifth.
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FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT
B}r

the President:
CORDELL HULL,

S ecreta'ry of 5 tate.
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PROCLAil\1ING THE NEUTRALITY OF THE UNITED
STATES IN THE wAR BETWEEN ITALY, ON THE ONE
HAND, AND GREECE, ON THE OTHER HAND
WHEREAS a state of war unhappily exists between
Italy, on the one hand, and Greece, on the other
hand;
Now, THEREFORE, I, FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT,
President of the United States of America, in order
to preserve the neutrality of tl1e United States and
of its citizens a11d of persons within its territory and
jurisdiction, and to enforce its laws and treaties,
and in order tl1at all persons, being warned of the
general tenor of the laws and treaties of the United
States in this behalf, and of the law of nations, may
thus be prevented from a11y violation of the same,
do hereby declare and proclaim that all of the pro:visions of my proclamation of Septen1ber 5, 1939,
proclaiming the neutrality of the United States in
a \var be·c,veen Germany and France; Poland; and
the United l{ingdom, India, .Australia and New
Zealand apply equally in Tespect to Greece.
IN WITNESS \VHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the seal of the United States of ·
America to be affixed.
DONE at the City of vV ashington this fifteenth
day of November in the year of Ollr Lord nineteen
hundred a11d forty, and of the Independ[SEAL] e11ce of the United States of .America
the one hundred and sixty-fifth.
FRANKLIN D. RoosEVELT
By the President:
c·oRDELL HULLJ
Secretary of State.

